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THE WHARTON FAMILY. 

BY ANNE H. WHARTON. 
(Continued from page 459, Vol. I.) 

28. Robert "Wharton 4 (Joseph, 3 Thomas, 2 Richard 1 ) was 
horn, Jan. 12, 1757, at his father's country seat in Southwark. 
Although his future career proved him to be possessed of 
abilities of a superior order, Robert Wharton early evinced a 
decided distaste for learning ; consequently, at the age of four- 
teen, his studies were relinquished, and he was apprenticed to 
a hatter. During his mayoralty, he frequently alluded to 
this portion of his life, remarking that he greatly respected 
those who were masters of a trade, which sentiment being 
generally known, it became convenient for those, who desired 
to avoid the penalties of the law, to declare themselves hat- 
ters. Pleasant as this may have been, as a matter of conversa- 
tion in later years, Mr. Wharton, after serving his time, left 
his trade to enter the counting-house of his half-brother, 
Charles.* While in this position, he gratified his taste for 
field sports, and became a member of the "Gloucester Fox 
Hunting Club," instituted in 1766, of which he was Presi- 
dent when it disbanded in 1818. In 1790, Mr. Wharton 
became a member of the " Schuylkill Fishing Company, of 
the State in Schylkill." In 1812, on the death of Samuel 
Morris, the venerable Governor of the Company, he was 
elected to fill the unexpired term, to which honorable position 
he was re-chosen for sixteen successive years, when, in conse- 
quence of the increasing infirmities of age, he tendered his 
resignation of office and membership.! 

Mr. Wharton was a member of City Councils from 1792 
to 1795. His more prominent career began in 1796, when he 

* Robert Wharton's name appears In the Philada. Directory of 1785 as flour 
merchant, Water, between Walnut and Spruce Streets, 
t Memoir of the Schuylkill Fishing Company. 
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was appointed alderman for the city, under the mayoralty 
of Hilary Baker, Esq. During this year a formidable riot 
occurred, which threatened to interfere seriously with the 
commercial interests of Philadelphia, as sailors, in large num- 
bers, took part in the melee, and held possession of the wharves 
on the Delaware. Robert Wharton was empowered by Mr. 
Baker to act in his stead, and in meeting and quelling this 
insurrection, he signally displayed the executive ability and 
great personal courage, which were his distinguishing charac- 
teristics. 

Another incident, which took place during Mr. Wharton's 
term of office as alderman, speaks most eloquently of his 
disregard of danger in the discharge of his duty. In 1798, 
the yellow fever broke out in the Walnut Street Prison, 
where several hundred persons were confined. Mr. Smith, the 
jailer, resigned his position, as did several deputy jailers, upon 
which Mr. Wharton volunteered his services as jailer, taking 
up his residence in the prison and fulfilling all the duties of 
the office. While the fever raged within the prison walls, 
some of the more desperate of its inmates planned an insurrec- 
tion, in order to escape from confinement and the much dreaded 
pestilence.* Being warned of the danger, Mr. Wharton, armed 
with a fowling-piece, and accompanied by several keepers 
provided with muskets, prepared to meet the insurgents. 
His company consisted of not more than seven or eight men, 
one of them being a colored prisoner, detailed for outside 
prison work, who entreated Mr. Wharton to permit him to 
bear arms in his service ; after kneeling and taking the most 
solemn oath to defend the supporters of the law, this man 
was provided with a musket, and acquitted himself so bravely 
that he was subsequently pardoned. Passing through the first 
gate of the prison, Mr. Wharton turned the key of the gate 
which communicated with the cells in the west wing of the 
building, by which forethought he secured himself from 
trouble from that quarter ; and entering the second gate, with 

* " The mutiny occurred in the yard, some of the prisoners, taking advan- 
tage of the visit of the physician, escaped from their cells and called upon the 
convicts in the yard to assist them." — History of the Yellow Fever, 1798. 
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his handful of men stood ready to meet the convicts, who 
advanced armed with crow-bars, pickaxes, etc. The order 
was given to halt and surrender, and, being disregarded, Mr. 
"Wharton gave the order to his own men to fire, which was 
immediately obeyed. Fire-arms, as usual when opposed to 
an undisciplined rabble, proved an all-sufficient argument, 
and the rioters finally yielded, two of their number having 
fallen mortally wounded. One of these men sent for Mr. 
Wharton, when dying, and said, " It is well for you that you 
conquered us, for if successful, we intended to plunder and burn 
the city." This prisoner had been wounded in two places, one 
ball being from Mr. Wharton's fowling-piece, the other from 
a musket ; an autopsy proved that the ball which entered the 
vital part was a musket ball ; this is Mr. Wharton's own ac- 
count of the affair,* although he was wont to add that he 
should not have hesitated to kill the man, as he was dis- 
charging his duty, and had taken aim with that purpose in 
view. Upon the assembling of the grand jury of the " Court 
of Oyer and Terminer" in the next year, Robert Wharton, 
who was then Mayor of the city, addressed the foreman, by 
letter, and requested an investigation of the circumstances 
connected with the rebellion in the prison, in these words : 
" Permit me, Sir, through you to request that the grand jury 
will be pleased to investigate the transaction ; for although 
the verdict of the Coroner's inquest was clear and satisfactory, 
as far as laid with them, yet it certainly is a matter of too 
much importance (as the lives of two fellow creatures were 
taken) to last without a minute enquiry being made by your 
highly respectable body." The grand jury made a special 
presentment to the Court in Feb. 1799. . . After relating 
the circumstances they presented " Robert Wharton and all his 
associates, as doing an act which was of imperious necessity 
and their duty as officers, men, and citizens, were not only 
fully justified, but which we further present as highly meri- 
torious and deserving the thanks of their fellow citizens." 

* Communicated by his nephew, Mr. G. W. Wharton. 
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The Court received this document and ordered it to be put 
upon record.* 

The City Councils met Oct. 16, 1798, when Robert Whar- 
ton was unanimously elected Mayor of Philadelphia, succeed- 
ing Hilary Baker, who died of yellow fever Sept. 25, 1798. 
Mr. Wharton held this honorable position during the fol- 
lowing years: 1798-99; 1806-07; 1809-10; 1814-19; 1820-24. 
Of the success and popularity of Mayor Wharton's several 
terms of administration, it is needless to dwell, his frequent 
re-elections to office proving the esteem in which he was held 
by his fellow-citizens. Many incidents are related of him, of 
his suppressing insurrections, preventing escapes from prison, 
and of ferreting out plots and counter-plots against the estab- 
lished authorities, all indicative of constant vigilance, -keen 
insight into character, great presence of mind, and a singular 
intrepidity of spirit; qualities, which gained for him the 
confidence and affection of the people, and which, added to a 
good share of common sense and a jealous care of all that 
nearly concerned the interests of the city which he governed, 
have caused Mr. Wharton to be acknowledged, by thinking 
men, then and since, as one of Philadelphia's best mayors. 

The following, which appeared in one of our journals, Jan. 
13, 1829, proves that the earnestness in vindicating the law, 
which distinguished Mr. Wharton as a young man, was not 
wanting in later years. 

On the evening of the 9th inst., about 4 o'clock, whilst the 
fire was raging at the warehouse of Mr. Albrecht, directly 
opposite the dwelling of the subscriber, in Third Street below 
Spruce, the front door of his house was repeatedly and violently 
assaulted by a mob of from ten to fifteen persons, who insisted 
on entering to obtain, as they said, victuals and drink. At that 
time a number of citizens, firemen, and others, whose presence 
on the occasion was known to be for useful purposes, had been 
admitted into the subscriber's house to partake of refreshment. 
Though frequently cautioned to desist, the mob persisted, and 
so far succeeded in the first instance as to prevent the door 
being shut, notwithstanding the efforts of several gentlemen 
to close it. The undersigned was then compelled to resort to 

* Philada. Gazette, March, 1799. 
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more efficient means of defence. He threw open his door, and 
armed with an instrument of defence, he advanced to meet 
these lawless intruders : he again admonished them to desist, 
and assured them he would, at all hazards, defend his house 
from their intrusion. They were for a moment checked, but 
one of them, more resolute than the rest, swore he would enter, 
and at the head of his associates advanced for the purpose ; a 
severe blow received by him at the threshold of the door, 
stopped, however, their progress. The door was then closed 
and fastened. Shortly after they renewed the attack, and by 
violence, split and started one of the panels of the door. A 

fentleman in the entry heard them propose to set fire to my 
ouse, and they immediately introduced fire under the door, 
which was extinguished by the same individual. The under- 
signed deems it a duty he owes to his fellow-citizens, as well 
as to himself, publicly to state these circumstances, and to offer 
a reward of Twenty Dollars for the discovery and conviction 
of all or any of the individuals concerned in the outrage. 

KOBERT WHARTON. 

In politics he was an ardent federalist. The following is an 
extract from a letter written to his brother, Colonel Franklin 
Wharton, in 1808. 

" Our city as to traffic is almost a desert, wharves Crowded 
with empty Vessels, the noise and buz of Commerce not heard, 
whilst hundreds of labourers are ranging the streets without 
employ, or the means of getting bread for their distressed 
Families, this is the blessed fruit of Creeping within our Own 
Shell — not so in the days of Washington, when difficulties ap- 
proached, our Country assumed a bold attitude, gave employ 
to our brave seamen, mechanics, and others, and convinced 
our opponents we were not to be Dragooned into their Views." 

Mr. Wharton was elected a member of the City Troop, June 
19, 1798, and became its Captain Aug. 15, 1803, " without 
having served in any of the intermediate grades." Subse- 
quently, on the formation of a regiment of cavalry by the city 
and county of Philadelphia, he was elected its Colonel, and 
was then, June 14, 1810, placed upon the Honorary Roll of the 
Troop. In 1811 , Colonel Wharton was elected Brigadier-Gene- 
ral of the 1st Brigade Pennsylvania Militia. In 1814, when 
the troop went into active service, although fifty-seven years 
of age, he volunteered, and served in the field as a private 
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soldier, under his former lieutenant, Captain Ross. In October, 
of the same year, when a Committee of Councils of Philadelphia 
waited on him to inform him of his recent re-election as mayor 
of the city, they found him in camp, busily engaged, taking 
his turn as company cook. It was only upon their earnest 
solicitation that he was induced to accept his discharge and 
return to Philadelphia.* 

Mr. Wharton was vice-president of the "Washington Benevo- 
lent Society, his name being first on the list of original sub- 
scribers. He was m. Philada. Dec. 17, 1789, by Bishop White, 
to Salome dau. of William Chancellor, by his wife, Salome 
Wistar. He d. in Philada., March 7, 1834. He had two 
children, who d. before him. 

98. Joseph, b. May 31, 1791 ; d. June 4, 1791. 

99. Eobbrt Owen, m. Charlotte Musgrave, and d. s. p. She afterwards m. 

Tyler. 

81. Rachel Wharton 4 (Joseph, 3 Thomas, 2 Richard 1 ), b. Aug. 
27, 1762; m. Dec. 13, 1781, William son of Robert Lewis, by 
his wife, Mary Pyle, and d. 1836. He d. Nov. 6, 1801, aged 
53. They had seven children. 

100. Joseph Whaeton, b. Jan. 27, 1783 ; d. Oct. 20, 1805. 

101. Robert Morton, b. Aug. 20, 1786 ; m. Martha R. Stocker. 

102. William, b. Sept. 15, 1788. 

103. Wharton, b. July 23, 1791 ; m. Frances Cuthbert, and d. s. p. Nov. 

8, 1857. 

104. Franklin, b. June 12, 1794 ; d. June 26, 1794. 

105. Hannah Owen, b. June 6, 1795 ; m. Richard Wistar. 

106. Anna Maria. 

33. Franklin Wharton 4 (Joseph, 3 Thomas, 2 Richard'), b. 
July 23, 1767; m. at Christ Church, Philada. Oct. 1,1800, 
Mary dau. of William Clifton. She d. in Washington, Aug. 
31, 1813. He was appointed Colonel Commandant of the U. S. 
Marine Corps, under the administration of James Madison. 

Colonel Wharton died in New York, Sept. 1, 1818, and was 
buried in the churchyard of old Trinity. The following is 

* "His 'First Troop City Cavalry.' " 
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the announcement of his death in the "Washington " National 
Intelligencer." 

"At New York, on the 1st instant; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Franklin Wharton, Commandant of the Marine Corps, and 
for many years a resident of the headquarters of the corps in 
this city. His conduct through life was marked with every 
virtue that could dignify the man; and the sincere affection 
of his numerous relatives and friends bears ample testimony 
to the amiable and honorable qualities of his heart. He has 
left six sons to lament the loss of a father whose paternal care 
and kindness were most exemplary. Respected and beloved 
by those who knew him well, the society of Washington will 
long lament, in the decease of Colonel Wharton, the loss of 
one of its most benevolent and hospitable members." 

He had eight children. 

107. Clifton, b. Oct. 22, 1801 ; m. Oliveretta Ormsby. 

108. George Washington, b. May 12, 1803; m. Emmeline D. Stout. 

109. Franklin, b. June 3, 1804; m. 1st, Baylor; 2dly, Wal- 

ker; 3dly, Octavie Coy caul t. 

110. William Lewis, b. Dec. 17, 1805 ; m. Ellen J. Brearley. 

111. Ellen Clifton, b. May 18, 1807; d. Jan. 7, 1808. 

112. Anna Maria, b. 1808 ; d. Aug. 22, 1809. 

113. Alfred, b. June 1, 1810 ; m. Adelaide C. Passage. 

114 Henry Williams, b. Sept. 27, 1811; m. Ellen G. Nugent. 

34. Reynold Wharton 5 (James, 4 John, 3 Thomas, 2 Richard 1 ). 
His name appears in Philada. Directory, 1785, as shipbuilder, 
Front St., Kensington. He had two sons, who are named in 
their grandfather's will. 

115. James. 

116. Joseph. 

37. Peregrine Hogg Wharton 5 (James, 4 John 3 Thomas, 8 
Richard 1 ), b. Feb. 14, 1765 ; m. Jane, dau. of Benjamin Brown, 
b. May 17, 1776. He d. May 27, 1811. They had ten children. 

117. Anthony Morris, b. June 19, 1794; d. 

118. Peregrine, b. Dec. 2, 1795 ; d. Dec. 7, 1795. 

119. William, b. Nov. 13, 1796. 

120. Frederick Augustus, b. August 13, 1798. 

121. Henry, b. Sept. 4, 1800 ; d. March 5, 1804. 

122. Lewis, b. Oct. 24, 1802. 

123. Maby Ann, b. Aug. 17, 1804; m. Samuel P. Griffitts. 
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124. Clementine, b. Oct. 26, 1806 ; d. May 1, 1810. 

125. Chamless, b. Dec. 16, 1808 ; d. Dec. 18, 1808. 

126. Jane, b. Nov. 12, 1809 ; d. infant. 

38. George "Wharton 5 (James, 4 John, 8 Thomas, 2 Richard 1 ), 
m. Mary, dau. of James Doughty. She d. Oct. 31, 1832, aged 
55 years, 9 mo. They had nine children. 

127. Jane, m. 1st Daniel Morris ; 2dly, Thomas Pickering. 

128. Charles Doughty, b. Feb. 27, 1798; m. Maria Donnel. 

129. Joseph, m. 

130. George, d. infant. 

131. Margaret Doughty, m. David Stuart. 

132. Rebecca Louisa, d. unm. 

133. George, m. 

134. William. 

135. Edwin, d. infant. 

42. Kearney Wharton 8 (Thomas, Junr., 4 John 3 Thomas,' 
Richard 1 ), m. Nov. 11, 1795, at Magnolia Grove, her father's 
house on the Delaware, Maria dau. of John Saltar, by his 
wife Elizabeth Gorden. She d. June 16, 1867, aged 92. Mr. 
Wharton was elected President of the Common Council of 
Philada. Oct. 16, 1798. In 1799, his name is affixed to an 
address from the Select and Common Councils, on the subject 
of supplying the city with wholesome water, and subsequently 
to "An Ordinance Providing for the raising of a Sum of 
Money on Loan," for the same purpose.* He d. Jan. 4, 1848, 
aged 82, and was bu. at Oxford Church. He had six children. 

136. Thomas Lloyd, b. 1799; m. Sarah A. Smith. 

137. Lloyd, b. Feb. 25, 1801 ; m. Margaret A. Howell. 

138. John Saltar, d. unm. Aug. 10, 1835, aged 36. 

139. Elizabeth Saltar, b. 1803 ; m. Thomas Morris. 

140. George Saltar, d. unm. Aug. 7, 1844, aged 33. 

141. James Saltar, b. 1817. 

* "True American," Feb. 1799. 
(To be continued.) 



